The Book of Acts: An Outline Emphasizing Love for God
Through Speech and Behavior

The Book of Acts chronicles the birth and explosive growth of the early Christian church, demonstrating how believers
expressed their love for God through bold witness, fervent prayer, sacrificial generosity, and unwavering commitment to
the gospel. This historical account serves as both a record of God's faithfulness and a model for contemporary Christian
living.

Acts presents the church as Christ's instrument for continuing His mission on earth, empowered by the Holy Spirit to be
witnesses "in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth" (Acts 1:8)[1]. The narrative reveals
how genuine love for God manifests through both speech and behavior, creating a template for Christian discipleship
that remains relevant today.

|. The Foundation of the Church (Acts 1:1-2:47)

The opening section of Acts establishes the essential elements of Christian community and demonstrates how love for
God creates unity, boldness, and generosity among believers.

Preparation and Prayer (Acts 1:1-26)

Following Jesus' ascension, the disciples devoted themselves to prayer as they awaited the promised Holy Spirit[1][2].
Their careful process of selecting Matthias to replace Judas demonstrates how love for God leads to seeking His will
through prayer and Scripture: "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen" (Acts
1:24)[2][3]. This pattern of prayerful decision-making became foundational for the early church.

Pentecost and Power (Acts 2:1-13)

The descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost marked the birth of the church and demonstrated God's power enabling
believers to proclaim His mighty works[1][4]. The disciples' sudden ability to speak in various tongues allowed them to
declare "the wonders of God" to people from many nations (Acts 2:11)[1]. This supernatural empowerment illustrates
how love for God is expressed through bold proclamation of His works.

Peter's Sermon and Church Growth (Acts 2:14-47)

Peter's fearless sermon resulted in 3,000 people being baptized, demonstrating how love for God compels bold witness
even in the face of potential opposition[1][5]. The newly formed church's devotion to "the apostles' teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer" (Acts 2:42) established the pattern for Christian community[1][6][7]
[8].

Their radical generosity—"selling their property and possessions and sharing them with all, as anyone had need"—
revealed how love for God naturally extends to love for others[1][2]. This wasn't mere charity but a demonstration of
their transformed hearts and priorities.

Il. Growth and Persecution in Jerusalem (Acts 3:1-8:3)

As the church grew, so did opposition, yet believers continued to demonstrate love for God through faithful witness and
joyful endurance of suffering.

Healing Ministry and Bold Preaching (Acts 3:1-4:31)

When Peter healed the lame man at the temple gate, he immediately redirected attention to Jesus: "Why do you stare at
us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?" (Acts 3:12)[5][9]. This demonstrates how love for
God seeks His glory rather than personal recognition.

The apostles' response to persecution exemplifies how love for God produces courage: "We cannot help speaking about



what we have seen and heard" (Acts 4:20)[1][5]1[2][8][9]. Their declaration that "we must obey God rather than human
beings" (Acts 5:29) shows how supreme love for God takes precedence over human approval[3].

Community Life and Divine Discipline (Acts 4:32-5:11)

The early church's unity was so profound that "no one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they
shared everything they had" (Acts 4:32)[1][2]. This radical generosity demonstrated love for God through practical care
for fellow believers.

The account of Ananias and Sapphira serves as a sobering reminder that genuine love for God requires complete
honesty and integrity[3][10]. Their deception revealed hearts that loved human recognition more than divine truth.

Stephen's Martyrdom (Acts 6:1-8:3)

Stephen's faithful witness "unto death" represents the ultimate expression of love for God[1]. Even while being stoned,
he prayed for his executioners: "Lord, do not hold this sin against them" (Acts 7:60)[1]. His example demonstrates how
love for God enables believers to extend grace even to their enemies.

lll. The Expansion Beyond Jerusalem (Acts 8:4-12:25)

Persecution scattered the church, but this dispersal actually furthered God's mission as believers carried the gospel to
new regions and peoples.

Philip's Ministry and the Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:4-40)

Philip's evangelistic work in Samaria demonstrates how love for God motivates cross-cultural ministry[1]. His immediate
obedience to the Holy Spirit's leading—leaving a successful revival to minister to one Ethiopian official—shows how love
for God prioritizes divine guidance over human wisdom (Acts 8:26-29)[2][11].

Paul's Conversion and Early Ministry (Acts 9:1-31)

Paul's dramatic conversion from persecutor to preacher illustrates God's transforming power[1][10]. His immediate
response—"Immediately he preached Christ in the synagogues" (Acts 9:20)—demonstrates how authentic love for God
produces urgent witness[3][10].

Peter's Vision and Gentile Inclusion (Acts 9:32-11:18)

Peter's vision of clean and unclean animals challenged Jewish exclusivity and revealed God's inclusive love[1][12]. His
declaration that "God does not show favoritism but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is
right" (Acts 10:34-35) demonstrates how love for God breaks down barriers and embraces all people[13].

IV. Paul's First Missionary Journey (Acts 13:1-15:35)

The church at Antioch's sending of Paul and Barnabas marked the beginning of systematic missionary work,
demonstrating how love for God compels outreach to unreached peoples.

Spirit-Led Mission (Acts 13:1-12)

The Holy Spirit's call to "set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | have called them" (Acts 13:2) shows
how love for God involves sensitivity to divine leading[1][11]. Paul's bold confrontation of the sorcerer Elymas
demonstrates how love for God opposes deception and darkness|[1].

Preaching and Church Planting (Acts 13:13-14:28)

Paul's systematic approach to gospel proclamation—beginning in synagogues before turning to Gentiles—reveals
strategic thinking guided by love for God and concern for souls[1][10]. His teaching that "we must go through many



hardships to enter the kingdom of God" (Acts 14:22) shows how love for God prepares believers for difficulties[14].

The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:1-35)

The church's careful deliberation about Gentile inclusion demonstrates how love for God seeks unity in truth[1][11]. The
council's conclusion—"It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us" (Acts 15:28)—shows how genuine love for God
involves collaborative seeking of His will.

V. Paul's Second and Third Missionary Journeys (Acts 15:36-21:16)

Paul's extensive missionary travels reveal sustained commitment to spreading the gospel and strengthening churches,
demonstrating enduring love for God through faithful service.

Responding to Divine Calling (Acts 16:6-10)

Paul's vision of the Macedonian man pleading "Come over to Macedonia and help us" illustrates how love for God makes
believers responsive to divine direction[1][11]. His immediate response shows how spiritual sensitivity leads to obedient
action.

Passionate Commitment (Acts 20:17-38)

Paul's farewell address to the Ephesian elders reveals the depth of his love for God: "I consider my life worth nothing to
me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me" (Acts 20:24)[1][2][10][14]. This
statement epitomizes how supreme love for God values God's mission above personal comfort or safety.

VI. Paul's Arrest, Trial, and Journey to Rome (Acts 21:17-28:31)

Paul's trials and imprisonment demonstrate how love for God enables faithful witness even in the most challenging
circumstances.

Bold Witness Before Authorities (Acts 22:1-26:32)

Paul's testimonies before Jewish crowds, Roman governors, and King Agrippa show how love for God transforms
persecution into opportunities for witness[1][2][8]. His declaration to Agrippa—"I pray to God that not only you but all
who are listening today may become what | am, except for these chains" (Acts 26:29)—reveals how love for God desires
others' salvation even while suffering persecution.

Faithful Endurance to the End (Acts 27:1-28:31)

The book concludes with Paul in Rome, "boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and taught
about the Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 28:31)[1][5][2]. Even under house arrest, his love for God compelled continued
ministry, demonstrating that circumstances cannot diminish genuine devotion to God.

Speech and Behavior Demonstrating Love for God in Acts

Speech That Demonstrates Love for God

Bold Gospel Proclamation: From Peter's Pentecost sermon to Paul's testimony before kings, Acts records numerous
examples of fearless preaching[1][5][2]. These speeches demonstrate how love for God compels believers to speak
truth regardless of opposition.

Testimony and Personal Witness: Paul's repeated sharing of his conversion story shows how love for God involves
grateful acknowledgment of His transforming work[2][8]. Personal testimony becomes a powerful expression of love and
gratitude.



Prayer and Praise: The early church's devotion to prayer and their practice of praising God "even in prison" (Acts 16:25)
demonstrates how love for God expresses itself through worship[1][2][3].

Teaching and Instruction: The apostles' commitment to teaching "publicly and from house to house" (Acts 20:20)

shows how love for God includes faithfully transmitting His truth to others[2][8].

Behavior That Demonstrates Love for God

Sacrificial Generosity: The early church's practice of sharing possessions and caring for the needy reveals how love for
God produces practical compassion[1][2][13]. Barnabas's sale of his field (Acts 4:36-37) exemplifies generous love in
action.

Faithful Endurance: The apostles' rejoicing "because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name"
(Acts 5:41) demonstrates how love for God transforms suffering into joy[1][2][3].

Obedient Mission: The church's response to persecution by scattering and preaching everywhere shows how love for
God motivates continued ministry despite opposition[1][2][8].

Unity and Fellowship: The believers' devotion to "fellowship" and "breaking bread together" (Acts 2:42, 46)
demonstrates how love for God creates genuine community among believers[1][7][8].

Key Points All Christians Should Know from Acts

Foundational Truths

Holy Spirit Empowerment: Believers receive supernatural power for witness and service through the Holy Spirit (Acts
1:8)[1]1[2][4]. This empowerment is essential for effective Christian living and ministry.

Prayer Dependence: The early church's constant prayer for guidance, boldness, and God's will demonstrates the
necessity of maintaining intimate communion with God[2][3].

Scripture Authority: The Bereans' practice of examining "the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true"
(Acts 17:11) shows how love for God includes careful study of His Word[2].
Christian Discipleship Essentials

Making Disciples: Paul and Barnabas's practice of "strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to
the faith" (Acts 14:22) shows how love for God includes helping others grow spiritually[2][8][14].

Church Planting: The systematic establishment of churches throughout the Roman world demonstrates how love for
God motivates building His kingdom[2][11].

Breaking Barriers: The gospel's extension to Samaritans, Gentiles, and all peoples shows how love for God embraces

inclusive ministry[1][12][13].

Practical Christian Living

Generous Sharing: The early church's radical generosity provides a model for Christian stewardship and care for
others[1][2][13].

Faithful Witness: The principle that believers "cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard" shows how
genuine faith naturally produces testimony[1][5][2]1[8][9].

Perseverance in Opposition: The church's growth despite persecution demonstrates how love for God enables
endurance through difficulties[1][2][3][10].

Conclusion



The Book of Acts provides a comprehensive picture of how love for God expresses itself through both speech and
behavior in the life of the early church. From the disciples' prayerful preparation in the upper room to Paul's bold
preaching in Rome, Acts demonstrates that genuine love for God produces fearless witness, sacrificial service, generous
sharing, and unwavering commitment to God's mission.

The progression from Jerusalem to "the ends of the earth" illustrates how love for God naturally expands outward,
breaking down barriers and including all peoples in God's salvation. The early church's devotion to prayer, Scripture,
fellowship, and the apostles' teaching established patterns that remain essential for Christian community today.

Perhaps most significantly, Acts reveals that love for God enables believers to transform opposition into opportunity,
persecution into proclamation, and suffering into service. The book's conclusion with Paul preaching "boldly and without
hindrance" while under house arrest demonstrates that no circumstance can ultimately constrain the love-motivated
witness of God's people.

For contemporary Christians, Acts provides both inspiration and instruction, showing how love for God expressed
through speech and behavior can transform individuals, communities, and ultimately the world. The same Holy Spirit
who empowered the early church continues to work today, enabling believers to demonstrate their love for God through
faithful witness, generous service, and unwavering commitment to His mission.
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