The Gospel of Matthew

Outline Emphasizing Love for God in Speech and Behavior

The Gospel of Matthew presents Jesus Christ as the promised Messiah and provides comprehensive teachings on how Christians can demonstrate their love for God through
both speech and behavior. This beloved Gospel serves as a bridge between the Old and New Testaments while offering practical guidance for Christian living that remains
relevant today.

Structural Outline of Matthew's Gospel

Matthew's Gospel is carefully structured around seven major sections, each contributing to the overarching theme of Jesus as the Messiah and King who teaches His followers
how to live in a loving relationship with God.

I. The Identity of the Messiah (Matthew 1:1-4:11)

This opening section establishes Jesus' credentials as the promised Messiah through His genealogy, virgin birth, and preparation for His early ministry. Key elements include:

Genealogy (1:1-17): Traces Jesus' lineage through Abraham and David, fulfilling God's covenant promises
Virgin Birth (1:18-25): Emmanuel - "God with us" - demonstrates God's intimate love for humanity

Early Life (2:1-23): Fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies showing God's sovereign plan

Baptism (3:1-17): The Father's voice declares, "This is my beloved Son"

Temptation (4:1-11): Jesus demonstrates perfect obedience to God's Word

Il. The Sermon on the Mount - Kingdom Life (Matthew 4:12-7:29)

This section contains Jesus' most comprehensive teaching on how Kingdom citizens should live, emphasizing heart attitudes and behaviors that please God:

Beatitudes (5:1-12): Eight characteristics of those blessed by God, including "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God"

Salt and Light (5:13-16): Christians called to be distinctive influences in the world

Fulfilling the Law (5:17-48): Jesus' radical teaching on love, including "Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you"

Righteous Practices (6:1-18): The Lord's Prayer as the model for approaching God with reverence: "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name"
Eternal Perspective (6:19-34): "Seek first God's kingdom and His righteousness"

Practical Wisdom (7:1-29): The Golden Rule and building life on the solid foundation of Christ's teachings



lll. The Authority of the Messiah (Matthew 8:1-11:1)

Jesus demonstrates His divine authority through miraculous works and calls disciples to follow Him:

¢ Ten Miracles (8:1-9:38): Authority over sickness, nature, and death

¢ Mission Discourse (10:1-42): The cost of discipleship - "Take up your cross and follow me"

IV. The Kingdom Parables (Matthew 11:2-13:53)

Through parables, Jesus reveals the mysteries of God's Kingdom and calls for spiritual receptivity:

¢ Jesus and John the Baptist (11:2-30): "Come to me, all who are weary and burdened"
¢ Growing Opposition (12:1-50): "Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister"

¢ Eight Kingdom Parables (13:1-52): Understanding requires a heart receptive to God's truth

V. The Community of Faith (Matthew 13:54-19:1)

Jesus builds His church and teaches about life in Christian community:

¢ Peter's Confession (16:13-28): "On this rock | will build my church"
¢ Transfiguration (17:1-27): "Listen to Him" - the Father's command

¢ Church Life (18:1-35): Forgiveness, humility, and restoration in Christian community

VI. The Journey to Jerusalem (Matthew 19:2-25:46)

Jesus' final teachings before His passion, including His most explicit instructions on loving God:

¢ The Greatest Commandments (22:37-39): "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind"
¢ Warnings Against Hypocrisy (23:1-39): "Practice what you preach"
¢ End Times Teaching (24:1-25:46): Living in readiness for Christ's return

VIl. The Passion and Resurrection (Matthew 26:1-28:20)

The climactic events of Jesus' sacrificial death and triumphant resurrection:

e Last Supper and Gethsemane (26:1-46): "Not my will, but yours be done"
e Crucifixion (26:47-27:66): "Truly this was the Son of God"

¢ Resurrection and Great Commission (28:1-20): "Make disciples of all nations"



Speech and Behavior that Demonstrates Love for God

Matthew's Gospel provides numerous examples of how Christians can express their love for God through both words and actions. These fall into four primary categories:

Prayer and Worship

Sincere Prayer: Jesus taught His disciples to pray with reverence and authenticity. The Lord's Prayer begins with "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name" (Matthew
6:9), emphasizing the importance of honoring God's holiness in our speech. Christians should pray privately and sincerely rather than for public display (Matthew 6:6).

Authentic Worship: True worship comes from the heart, not mere external observance. Jesus criticized those who "honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me"
(Matthew 15:8), calling believers to worship with genuine devotion.

Love in Action

The Greatest Commandments: When asked about the most important commandment, Jesus replied: "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself" (Matthew 22:37-39). This encompasses all Christian
behavior.

Love for Enemies: Perhaps the most challenging demonstration of God's love is extending it to those who oppose us: "Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you" (Matthew 5:44). This supernatural love distinguishes Christians and reflects God's character.

Purity of Heart: "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God" (Matthew 5:8). Inner purity of motive and intention is essential for a genuine relationship with God.

Faithful Speech

Truthful Communication: Christians should be known for their integrity: "Let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'" (Matthew 5:37). Honest speech reflects God's truthful
character.

Careful Words: Jesus warned that "people will give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken" (Matthew 12:36), emphasizing the importance
of thoughtful, edifying speech.

Confession of Faith: Peter's declaration "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God" (Matthew 16:16) exemplifies the bold confession of faith that demonstrates love for

God.

Obedient Discipleship

Following Jesus: True discipleship requires sacrifice: "If anyone wants to come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me" (Matthew 16:24). This
demonstrates love through committed obedience.

The Great Commission: Jesus' final command was to "make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and



teaching them to observe everything | have commanded you" (Matthew 28:19-20).

Doing God's Will: Jesus declared that "whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother" (Matthew 12:50), showing that obedience creates
the closest possible relationship with God.

Essential Christian Doctrines from Matthew

Core Theological Truths

Jesus as Messiah: Matthew begins by identifying Jesus as "the Christ" (Matthew 1:1), and this theme permeates the entire Gospel. Peter's confession that Jesus is "the
Christ, the Son of the living God" (Matthew 16:16) represents the central Christian confession of faith.

The Trinity: Matthew reveals the triune nature of God at Jesus' baptism, where the Father speaks from heaven, the Son is baptized, and the Holy Spirit descends like a dove
(Matthew 3:16-17). The Great Commission explicitly mentions all three persons: "baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Matthew
28:19).

Jesus' Authority: The risen Christ declares, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me" (Matthew 28:18), establishing His supreme power over all creation.

Salvation: The angel announced that Jesus would "save his people from their sins" (Matthew 1:21), and Jesus himself described His mission as giving "his life as a ransom for
many" (Matthew 20:28).

Foundational Teachings for Christian Living

Forgiveness: Christians must forgive others as God forgives them. Jesus taught, "If you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you" (Matthew
6:14-15).

The Golden Rule: "Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets" (Matthew 7:12). This principle guides all Christian
relationships.

Kingdom Priorities: "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you" (Matthew 6:33). Christians must prioritize God's will
above material concerns.

Servant Leadership: Jesus redefined greatness through service: "Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant" (Matthew 20:26).

Practical Christian Characteristics
Humility: The Beatitudes emphasize humble attitudes like being "poor in spirit" and "meek" (Matthew 5:3, 5).
Peacemaking: "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God" (Matthew 5:9).

Righteousness: Christians should hunger and thirst for righteousness and demonstrate it through their actions (Matthew 5:6).



Wisdom: Building life on Christ's teachings creates an unshakeable foundation (Matthew 7:24-27).

Key Points All Christians Should Know

Essential Knowledge for Faith
Every Christian should understand these fundamental truths from Matthew:

Jesus' Identity: Jesus is the promised Messiah, fully God and fully human, born of the Virgin Mary
God's Nature: God exists as Trinity - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in perfect unity
Salvation: Forgiveness and eternal life come only through Jesus' sacrificial death and resurrection

Scripture Fulfillment: Jesus fulfills Old Testament prophecies, proving God's faithfulness
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Jesus' Authority: Christ has complete authority over all creation and will return as judge

Practical Christian Living

Matthew provides clear guidance for daily Christian life:

¢ Love God Supremely: With all heart, soul, and mind (Matthew 22:37)

Love Others Genuinely: Including enemies and those who oppose you (Matthew 5:44)
¢ Pray Regularly: Following the pattern of the Lord's Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13)

¢ Forgive Freely: As God has forgiven you (Matthew 6:14-15)

¢ Serve Humbly: Greatness comes through serving others (Matthew 20:26-28)

¢ Share Faith: Make disciples and teach Christ's commands (Matthew 28:19-20)

¢ Live Truthfully: Let your words be honest and reliable (Matthew 5:37)

¢ Pursue Righteousness: Seek God's kingdom above material things (Matthew 6:33)

Warnings and Encouragements

Matthew also provides important warnings and encouragements:

¢ Avoid Hypocrisy: Practice what you preach; authentic faith matters (Matthew 23:1-12)

¢ Be Ready: Christ will return unexpectedly; live in constant preparation (Matthew 24:36-44)
e Choose Wisely: Build life on the solid foundation of Christ's teachings (Matthew 7:24-27)
¢ Find Rest: Come to Jesus with your burdens; His yoke is easy (Matthew 11:28-30)

e Trust God's Presence: "Emmanuel" means God is with us; we are never alone (Matthew 1:23, 28:20)



Conclusion

The Gospel of Matthew presents a comprehensive picture of how Christians can demonstrate their love for God through both speech and behavior. From the foundational
declaration that Jesus is "Emmanuel - God with us" to the final commission to "make disciples of all nations," Matthew teaches that loving God involves total commitment of
heart, mind, and actions.

The greatest commandment to "love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind" (Matthew 22:37) serves as the organizing principle for
all Christian living. This love expresses itself through authentic prayer, sacrificial service, truthful speech, obedient discipleship, and genuine care for others - especially those
who oppose us.

For contemporary Christians, Matthew's Gospel remains remarkably relevant, providing timeless principles for living in relationship with God while navigating the challenges of
daily life. Whether through the Beatitudes' promise that "the pure in heart will see God" or Jesus' assurance that "l am with you always, to the very end of the age," Matthew
offers both practical guidance and eternal hope for all who seek to follow Christ faithfully.

The book concludes with the Great Commission, reminding every Christian that loving God includes sharing His love with others through making disciples, baptizing believers,
and teaching obedience to Christ's commands. In this way, the love for God that begins in the heart extends outward to transform communities and nations, fulfilling God's
plan to bring salvation to all people through Jesus Christ.
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