
Outline of 1 Timothy Emphasizing Love for God in Speech and
Behavior 

The First Epistle to Timothy stands as Paul's most comprehensive manual for church leadership and Christian living.
Written around AD 62-64 during Paul's ministry between his Roman imprisonments, this letter demonstrates how love
for God is expressed through sound doctrine that produces love from pure hearts, godly conduct in church
leadership, and faithful stewardship of the gospel. More than any other New Testament book, 1 Timothy shows that
the goal of all Christian instruction is love from a pure heart, good conscience, and sincere faith[1][2][3][4].

I. Sound Doctrine and Love (1 Timothy 1) 

Paul establishes the fundamental principle that all Christian teaching must produce love, not empty speculation. This
chapter demonstrates how love for God requires both defending sound doctrine and embracing the grace that
transforms sinners[5][1][6].

Greeting and Identity (1:1-2) 

Paul identifies himself as "an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope" and
addresses Timothy as his "true child in the faith" (1:1-2)[5][7][8].

This greeting establishes the spiritual family relationship that should characterize all Christian relationships - Paul didn't
just teach Timothy doctrine but invested in him as a father invests in his son[8].

Love for God Expressed: Recognizing spiritual family relationships; acknowledging divine authority and calling

Speech Impact: Speaking with apostolic authority while showing paternal affection

Behavior Impact: Treating fellow believers as true family members in faith

Warning Against False Teaching (1:3-11) 

Paul immediately addresses the central problem in Ephesus: teachers who promoted speculation rather than faith[5][9]
[7].

The Command to Stop False Teaching (1:3-4):
"As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus so that you may charge certain persons not to teach
any different doctrine, nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which promote speculations rather
than the stewardship from God that is by faith" (1:3-4)[9][7].

Paul contrasts two approaches to teaching[9][10]:

False Teaching: Promotes speculation and controversy

True Teaching: Promotes God's stewardship through faith

The Goal of Love (1:5):
This verse contains one of the most important statements about Christian education in the New Testament: "The aim of
our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith" (1:5)[1][2][3][4].

Paul identifies three sources of genuine love[1][2][3]:

Pure Heart: Inner motivation that seeks God's glory, not personal recognition

Good Conscience: Clear conscience that comes from living according to God's truth

Sincere Faith: Genuine, unfeigned trust in Christ

This love (agape) is not emotional affection but self-sacrificial care that seeks others' highest good[1][3]. All Christian
teaching should ultimately produce this kind of love[2][3].

Proper Use of the Law (1:8-11):



Paul clarifies that "the law is good, if one uses it lawfully" (1:8)[3][6]. The law's purpose is not to provide a way of
salvation for believers but to convict sinners of their need for grace[3][6].

Paul lists various sins the law condemns (1:9-10), concluding that the law is "contrary to sound doctrine in accordance
with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God" (1:10-11)[3]. Sound doctrine must conform to the gospel, not undermine
it[10].

Love for God Expressed: Protecting the church from false teaching; ensuring all instruction produces love; using
God's law properly

Speech Impact: Teaching sound doctrine that promotes love rather than speculation; warning against false teachers

Behavior Impact: Guarding against teachings that don't produce godly love; using the law to convict sinners, not
burden believers

Paul's Testimony of Grace (1:12-17) 

Paul demonstrates how sound doctrine should lead to humble gratitude by sharing his own testimony of God's
transforming grace[5][4][6].

Gratitude for God's Grace (1:12-14):
"I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his
service, though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had
acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus"
(1:12-14)[5][4][6].

Paul emphasizes several truths about God's grace[4][6]:

Divine Empowerment: Christ gives strength for ministry

Undeserved Calling: Paul was appointed despite his past sins

Abundant Mercy: God's mercy covers even the worst sins

Overflowing Grace: Grace produces faith and love

The Trustworthy Saying (1:15-16):
"The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of
whom I am the foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his
perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life" (1:15-16)[4][6].

This "trustworthy saying" appears several times in the pastoral epistles, highlighting core gospel truths that deserve
complete acceptance[11]. Paul calls himself the "foremost" of sinners not in false humility but to demonstrate that if
God's grace can save him, it can save anyone[4][6].

Doxology (1:17):
Paul's testimony climaxes with worship: "To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory
forever and ever. Amen" (1:17)[6].

Genuine understanding of God's grace naturally leads to worship and praise[6].

Love for God Expressed: Gratitude for God's mercy and calling; recognizing Christ as source of strength;
worshiping God's character

Speech Impact: Testimony of God's transforming grace; proclaiming trustworthy gospel sayings; doxological praise

Behavior Impact: Humble recognition of personal unworthiness; faithful service despite past failures; living as
example of God's patience

Charge to Timothy (1:18-20) 

Paul concludes the chapter by connecting Timothy's ministry calling to the broader spiritual battle for truth[12][7][13].

The Good Fight (1:18-19):
"This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies previously made about you, that by



them you may wage the good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some have made
shipwreck of their faith" (1:18-19)[12][7].

Paul uses military imagery to describe Christian ministry[12][7]:

Warfare: Ministry involves spiritual battle

Charge: Specific mission entrusted to Timothy

Prophecies: Previous spiritual confirmation of calling

Faith and Conscience: Essential equipment for spiritual battle

Church Discipline (1:20):
"Among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme"
(1:20)[7].

Paul names specific false teachers who had been removed from church fellowship[7]. This extreme action was meant to
produce repentance and restoration[7].

Love for God Expressed: Fighting for truth as spiritual warfare; maintaining faith and good conscience; exercising
church discipline for restoration

Speech Impact: Entrusting charges to faithful ministers; warning about shipwrecked faith

Behavior Impact: Waging good warfare for the gospel; holding fast to faith; removing unrepentant false teachers

II. Church Order and Godly Living (1 Timothy 2-4) 

The second section provides practical instructions for church life, demonstrating how love for God creates orderly
worship, qualified leadership, and godly character[9][14][15].

Prayer for All People (2:1-8) 

Paul begins his instructions for church life with the priority of prayer, showing how love for God extends to concern for all
humanity[9][15].

Universal Prayer (2:1-2):
"First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings
and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way" (2:1-2)[9]
[15].

Paul emphasizes the comprehensiveness of Christian prayer[9]:

All People: No one is excluded from our prayer concern

Government Leaders: Even those in authority over Christians

Purpose: That believers might live peaceful, godly lives

God's Universal Desire (2:3-4):
"This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth" (2:3-4)[9][15].

This verse reveals God's heart for universal salvation, motivating comprehensive prayer[9][15]. The word "desires"
(boulomai) indicates God's strong intention and preference[15].

One Mediator (2:5-6):
"For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a
ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time" (2:5-6)[9][15].

Paul provides theological justification for universal prayer: Christ died as ransom for all people, and there is only one way
to God[9][15].

Paul's Calling (2:7):



"For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in
faith and truth" (2:7)[9].

Paul's ministry to the Gentiles demonstrates God's universal concern[9].

Prayer Instructions for Men (2:8):
"I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or quarreling" (2:8)[9].

Men are called to lead in public prayer with pure hearts and peaceful attitudes[9].

Love for God Expressed: Praying for all people including authorities; recognizing God's desire for universal salvation

Speech Impact: Comprehensive intercession and thanksgiving; proclaiming Christ as only mediator

Behavior Impact: Leading prayer with holy hands; living peacefully and godly lives

Women in Worship (2:9-15) 

Paul addresses women's conduct in public worship, emphasizing that love for God is demonstrated through modesty
and appropriate behavior[9][14].

Modest Dress and Behavior (2:9-10):
"Likewise also that women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with
braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good
works" (2:9-10)[9][14].

Paul contrasts external adornment with internal beauty[9][14]:

External: Expensive clothing, jewelry, elaborate hairstyles

Internal: Modesty, self-control, good works

The principle is not prohibition of all adornment but priority on godly character[14].

Learning and Teaching (2:11-14):
"Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man;
she is to remain quiet. For Adam was formed first, then Eve; and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived
and became a transgressor" (2:11-14)[9][14].

This passage addresses the specific context of formal teaching authority in public worship[14]. Paul's argument is based
on creation order and the fall narrative[14].

Salvation Through Childbearing (2:15):
"Yet she will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith and love and holiness, with self-control" (2:15)[14].

This difficult verse likely refers to salvation through the incarnation (Christ's birth) or the general blessing of motherhood
when accompanied by godly character[14].

Love for God Expressed: Modesty and propriety in worship; prioritizing good works over external appearance

Speech Impact: Learning quietly and appropriately; avoiding inappropriate teaching contexts

Behavior Impact: Dressing modestly for worship; demonstrating godliness through good works

Qualifications for Church Leaders (3:1-13) 

Paul provides detailed qualifications for church leadership, showing how love for God requires proven character in all
areas of life[9][14][16].

Qualifications for Overseers (3:1-7):
"The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. Therefore an overseer
must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach,
not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money" (3:1-3)[9][14][16].

Paul lists fifteen qualifications for overseers[9][14]:



1. Above reproach: Unassailable character

2. Husband of one wife: Faithful in marriage

3. Sober-minded: Clear thinking and judgment

4. Self-controlled: Disciplined lifestyle

5. Respectable: Worthy of honor

6. Hospitable: Open home and heart

7. Able to teach: Capable of instruction

8. Not a drunkard: Temperate with alcohol

9. Not violent: Gentle in demeanor

10. Not quarrelsome: Peaceful in relationships

11. Not a lover of money: Free from greed

12. Manages household well: Proven family leadership

13. Not a recent convert: Mature in faith

14. Good reputation with outsiders: Respected by non-Christians

15. Not conceited: Humble in spirit

Family Management (3:4-5):
"He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, for if someone does not know
how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's church?" (3:4-5)[11][14][16].

Family life serves as the proving ground for church leadership[11][14]. If someone cannot lead their family well, they're
not ready for church leadership[16].

Qualifications for Deacons (3:8-13):
"Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain.
They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as
deacons if they prove themselves blameless" (3:8-10)[9][14].

Deacons must demonstrate similar character qualities[9][14]:

Dignified: Worthy of respect

Not double-tongued: Honest and consistent

Not addicted to wine: Temperate

Not greedy: Content with honest gain

Clear conscience: Doctrinally sound

Tested: Proven character over time

Wives of Leaders (3:11):
"Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things" (3:11)[14].

Leadership families must demonstrate godly character together[14].

Love for God Expressed: Aspiring to noble service; demonstrating character in all relationships; managing family
well

Speech Impact: Able to teach sound doctrine; not double-tongued; avoiding slander

Behavior Impact: Above reproach in all areas; hospitable; self-controlled; tested over time

The Mystery of Godliness (3:14-16) 

Paul explains the theological foundation for all church conduct in one of the most important passages in the epistle[9]
[15][16].

Purpose of Instructions (3:14-15):
"I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, if I delay, you may know how one ought to
behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth" (3:14-15)[9][10]



[15].

Paul clarifies why church order matters[9][10]:

Household of God: The church is God's family

Living God: God is present and active in the church

Pillar and Buttress: The church supports and displays truth

The Great Mystery (3:16):
"Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by
angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory" (3:16)[9][15][16].

This hymn-like passage summarizes Christ's work in six statements[15][16]:

1. Manifested in flesh: Incarnation

2. Vindicated by Spirit: Resurrection

3. Seen by angels: Heavenly witness

4. Proclaimed among nations: Universal mission

5. Believed on in world: Global response

6. Taken up in glory: Ascension

Christ's person and work form the foundation of all godliness[15][16].

Love for God Expressed: Conducting ourselves as God's household; recognizing the church as pillar of truth;
confessing the mystery of godliness

Speech Impact: Teaching proper behavior in God's house; proclaiming Christ among nations

Behavior Impact: Living as members of God's family; upholding truth in the world

Warning About False Teaching and Godly Training (4:1-16) 

Paul contrasts false teaching with godly training, showing how love for God requires discernment and discipline[17][18]
[12].

Departure from Faith (4:1-5):
"Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful
spirits and teachings of demons, through the insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared, who forbid marriage and
require abstinence from foods that God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the
truth" (4:1-5)[12][9].

Paul identifies characteristics of false teaching[12][9]:

Demonic Origin: Inspired by evil spirits

Seared Consciences: Teachers have deadened moral sense

Prohibition of Good Things: Forbidding marriage and foods

Ingratitude: Rejecting God's good gifts

True Christian teaching celebrates God's good creation received with thanksgiving[9].

Training for Godliness (4:6-10):
"If you put these things before the brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, being trained in the words of the
faith and of the good doctrine that you have followed. Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train
yourself for godliness; for while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for
the present life and also for the life to come" (4:6-8)[18][12][9].

Paul uses athletic imagery to describe spiritual discipline[18][12]:

Training: Disciplined effort over time

Godliness: Reverent living that honors God



Universal Value: Benefits both present and eternal life

Greater Value: Spiritual training exceeds physical training

Hope in Living God (4:9-10):
"The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance. For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope
set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe" (4:9-10)[12].

God is both universal Savior (providing common grace to all) and special Savior (providing saving grace to believers)[12].

Setting an Example (4:11-16):
"Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.
Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching" (4:12-13)[18][19][20][21].

This famous verse provides comprehensive guidance for young leaders[19][20][21]:

Five Areas of Example (4:12)[19][20][21]:

1. Speech: Words that build up and encourage

2. Conduct: Behavior that honors Christ

3. Love: Self-sacrificial care for others

4. Faith: Trust in God's promises

5. Purity: Moral cleanliness in thought and action

Three Ministry Priorities (4:13)[18][19]:

1. Public Reading: Proclaiming Scripture publicly

2. Exhortation: Encouraging and challenging believers

3. Teaching: Explaining and applying God's truth

Using Your Gift (4:14-16):
"Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on you.
Practice these things, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress. Keep a close watch on yourself and on
your teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers" (4:14-16)[18][19].

Paul emphasizes the importance of using spiritual gifts faithfully[18][19]:

Don't Neglect: Active use of gifts

Practice and Devotion: Consistent effort

Visible Progress: Observable growth

Watch Yourself and Teaching: Personal and doctrinal integrity

Persistence: Long-term commitment

Love for God Expressed: Training for godliness; setting example in all areas; using spiritual gifts faithfully

Speech Impact: Avoiding silly myths; public reading and teaching of Scripture; words that demonstrate love and
faith

Behavior Impact: Self-discipline for spiritual growth; conducting life as example; devotion to ministry calling

III. Church Relationships and Stewardship (1 Timothy 5-6) 

The final section addresses how love for God should be expressed in treating different groups within the church and
managing material resources faithfully[10][22].

Treatment of Different Age Groups (5:1-2) 



Paul begins with general principles for relating to church members of different ages[10][22].

Family-Style Relationships (5:1-2):
"Do not rebuke an older man harshly but encourage him as you would a father, younger men as brothers, older women
as mothers, younger women as sisters, in all purity" (5:1-2)[10][22].

Church relationships should mirror healthy family dynamics[10][22]:

Older Men: Respectful encouragement, not harsh rebuke

Younger Men: Brotherly friendship and accountability

Older Women: Motherly respect and honor

Younger Women: Sisterly purity and propriety

The phrase "in all purity" especially applies to relationships with younger women[22].

Love for God Expressed: Treating all church members with family-appropriate respect

Speech Impact: Encouraging rather than harshly rebuking; speaking with appropriate respect for different ages

Behavior Impact: Relating to others as family members; maintaining purity in relationships

Care for Widows (5:3-16) 

Paul provides detailed instructions for caring for widows, demonstrating how love for God includes practical care for the
vulnerable while encouraging family responsibility[10][22].

Honor True Widows (5:3-4):
"Honor widows who are truly widows. But if a widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show godliness
by caring for their own household and making some return to their parents, for this is pleasing in the sight of God" (5:3-
4)[10][22].

Paul distinguishes between widows who need church support and those who have family resources[10][22]:

True Widows: Without family support

Family Responsibility: Children should care for aging parents

Godliness: Caring for family demonstrates love for God

Qualifications for Widow Support (5:9-12):
"Let a widow be enrolled if she is not less than sixty years of age, having been the wife of one husband, and having a
reputation for good works: if she has brought up children, has shown hospitality, has washed the feet of the saints, has
cared for the afflicted, and has devoted herself to every good work" (5:9-10)[22].

Church-supported widows must meet specific criteria[22]:

Age: At least sixty years old

Marital History: Faithful in marriage

Good Works: History of service

Child-rearing: Experience nurturing others

Hospitality: Open heart and home

Service: Care for saints and afflicted

Devotion: Commitment to good works

Warning About Younger Widows (5:11-15):
Paul warns about enrolling younger widows who might remarry and abandon their commitment to church service[22].

Family Responsibility (5:16):
"If any believing woman has relatives who are widows, let her care for them. Let the church not be burdened, so that it
may care for those who are truly widows" (5:16)[22].

The church should focus its resources on those without family support[22].



Love for God Expressed: Honoring those truly in need; encouraging family responsibility; wise stewardship of
church resources

Speech Impact: Teaching family responsibility; recognizing good works

Behavior Impact: Caring for aging parents; supporting those without family; serving others sacrificially

Honor for Elders (5:17-25) 

Paul addresses the proper treatment of church leaders, including their support and discipline[22][23].

Double Honor (5:17-18):
"Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and
teaching. For the Scripture says, 'You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,' and, 'The laborer deserves his
wages'" (5:17-18)[22][23].

Faithful elders deserve both respect and financial support[22][23]:

Double Honor: Both respect and material support

Ruling Well: Faithful leadership

Preaching and Teaching: Special recognition for Word ministry

Biblical Basis: Scripture supports ministerial support

Handling Accusations (5:19-21):
"Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. As for those who persist in
sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear. In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and
of the elect angels I charge you to keep these rules without prejudging, doing nothing from partiality" (5:19-21)[22][23].

Church discipline requires careful process[22][23]:

Multiple Witnesses: Protection against false accusations

Public Rebuke: For persistent sin

Impartiality: No favoritism in discipline

Solemn Charge: Before God, Christ, and angels

Careful Selection (5:22-25):
"Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, nor take part in the sins of others; keep yourself pure. (No longer drink only
water, but use a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your frequent ailments.) The sins of some people are
conspicuous, going before them to judgment, but the sins of others appear later. So also good works are conspicuous,
and even those that are not cannot remain hidden" (5:22-25)[22][23].

Leadership selection requires patience and discernment[23]:

Not Hasty: Time reveals character

Personal Purity: Avoiding complicity in others' sins

Health Concern: Practical care for Timothy

Hidden Sins and Good Works: Time reveals true character

Love for God Expressed: Honoring faithful leaders; supporting those who labor in Word and doctrine; careful church
discipline

Speech Impact: Recognizing good leadership; requiring multiple witnesses for accusations; impartial judgment

Behavior Impact: Supporting church leaders financially; maintaining purity in leadership selection; patient
discernment

Instructions for Slaves and Warning About Money (6:1-10) 



Paul addresses work relationships and the dangers of materialism[9][22].

Christian Slaves (6:1-2):
"Let all who are under a yoke as bondservants regard their masters as worthy of all honor, so that the name of God and
the teaching may not be reviled. Those who have believing masters must not be disrespectful on the ground that they
are brothers; rather they must serve all the better since those who benefit by their good service are believers and
beloved" (6:1-2)[9][22].

Christian slaves should work faithfully for several reasons[9][22]:

God's Name: Poor work dishonors God and Christian teaching

Witness to Unbelievers: Good work commends the gospel

Service to Believers: Serving believing masters serves the church

These principles apply to all employment relationships[22].

False Teaching and Greed (6:3-5):
"If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the
teaching that accords with godliness, he is puffed up with conceit and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy craving
for controversy and for quarrels about words, which produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, and constant
friction among people who are depraved in mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain"
(6:3-5)[9][22].

False teachers are characterized by[9][22]:

Different Doctrine: Teaching contrary to Christ

Conceited Ignorance: Pride without understanding

Love of Controversy: Unhealthy desire for arguments

Divisive Results: Producing church conflict

Mercenary Motives: Using religion for profit

Contentment vs. Greed (6:6-10):
"But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of
the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into
temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the
love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and
pierced themselves with many pangs" (6:6-10)[9][22].

Paul contrasts contentment with greed[9][22]:

True Gain: Godliness with contentment

Temporary Existence: We bring and take nothing

Basic Needs: Food and clothing are sufficient

Dangerous Desires: Wanting to be rich leads to temptation

Root of Evil: Love of money causes many evils

Spiritual Danger: Greed leads some away from faith

Love for God Expressed: Working faithfully as testimony to God's name; contentment with God's provision; avoiding
love of money

Speech Impact: Teaching sound doctrine; avoiding controversy and quarrels about words

Behavior Impact: Serving employers excellently; being content with basic needs; not using religion for financial gain

Final Charge to Timothy (6:11-21) 



Paul concludes with a passionate charge to Timothy, demonstrating how love for God requires active pursuit of godliness
and faithful stewardship of the gospel[12][22][23].

Pursue Godly Character (6:11-12):
"But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.
Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the
good confession in the presence of many witnesses" (6:11-12)[12][11][22].

Paul calls Timothy to pursue six virtues[12][22]:

1. Righteousness: Right living before God

2. Godliness: Reverent devotion to God

3. Faith: Trust in God's promises

4. Love: Self-sacrificial care for others

5. Steadfastness: Patient endurance

6. Gentleness: Humble strength

The imagery shifts to athletic competition ("fight the good fight") and legal testimony ("good confession")[12][22].

Solemn Charge (6:13-16):
"I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before
Pontius Pilate made the good confession, to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will display at the proper time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign,
the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has
ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen" (6:13-16)[22][23].

Paul's charge is made in the presence of[22][23]:

God: Who gives life to all things

Christ Jesus: Who made good confession before Pilate

The charge is to keep the commandment (the gospel deposit) until Christ's appearing[23]. Paul concludes with a
magnificent doxology celebrating God's sovereignty[23].

Charge to the Rich (6:17-19):
"As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches,
but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be
generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they
may take hold of that which is truly life" (6:17-19)[9][22].

Wealthy Christians should[9][22]:

Avoid Pride: Don't be haughty

Trust God: Not uncertain riches

Do Good: Be rich in good works

Be Generous: Ready to share

Store Treasure: Invest in eternal rewards

Final Warning (6:20-21):
"O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. Avoid the irreverent babble and contradictions of what is falsely called
'knowledge,' for by professing it some have swerved from the faith. Grace be with you" (6:20-21)[22][23].

Paul's final words emphasize[22][23]:

Guard the Deposit: Protect the gospel truth

Avoid False Knowledge: Reject speculative philosophy

Grace: God's enabling power for ministry



Love for God Expressed: Pursuing godly character actively; fighting the good fight of faith; guarding the gospel
deposit

Speech Impact: Making good confession; avoiding irreverent babble; charging the wealthy appropriately

Behavior Impact: Fleeing materialism; being generous and ready to share; keeping commandments until Christ's
appearing

Key Points All Christians Should Know from 1 Timothy 

Theme Key Teaching Impact on Speech and Behavior

Love from Pure
Heart

The goal of instruction is love from
pure heart (1:5)

All teaching and learning should produce sacrificial
love, not empty speculation

Christ Came to
Save Sinners

Christ came to save sinners, I am the
foremost (1:15)

Humble recognition of personal need; confidence in
God's grace for anyone

Set an Example
Set example in speech, conduct,
love, faith, purity (4:12)

Comprehensive demonstration of Christian character
in all areas of life

God Desires All
Saved

God desires all people to be saved
(2:3-4)

Universal concern in prayer and evangelism;
recognition of Christ as only mediator

Godliness with
Contentment

Godliness with contentment is great
gain (6:6)

Finding satisfaction in God's provision rather than
material accumulation

Fight Good Fight Fight the good fight of faith (6:12)
Active spiritual warfare; persistent effort in Christian
living

Guard the Deposit
Guard the deposit entrusted to you
(6:20)

Faithful preservation and transmission of gospel truth
to next generation

Summary 

1 Timothy demonstrates that love for God is expressed through sound doctrine that produces love from pure hearts,
godly conduct in all relationships, and faithful stewardship of the gospel. As Paul's comprehensive manual for church
life, this letter shows that the ultimate goal of all Christian instruction is not intellectual knowledge but transforming love.

The epistle teaches that authentic love for God produces:

Speech that reflects sound doctrine:

Teaching that promotes love rather than speculation and controversy

Testimony of God's transforming grace in personal experience

Prayer that encompasses all people because God desires universal salvation

Public reading, exhortation, and teaching of Scripture

Warning against false teaching that doesn't produce godliness

Avoiding irreverent babble and contradictions of false knowledge

Behavior that demonstrates godly character:

Setting an example in speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity

Training for godliness with greater priority than physical fitness

Managing family relationships well as preparation for church leadership

Working faithfully as testimony to God's name and teaching

Caring for those genuinely in need while encouraging family responsibility

Being content with basic provision while using wealth generously



Fighting the good fight of faith through persistent spiritual effort

Relationships marked by love and respect:

Treating all church members with family-appropriate honor

Supporting faithful leaders both in respect and material provision

Exercising church discipline carefully and impartially

Caring for widows and vulnerable members practically

Demonstrating hospitality and good works as evidence of faith

Showing proper respect for authority while maintaining Christian integrity

The letter's central message that "the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a
sincere faith" (1:5) provides the standard for evaluating all Christian teaching and living[1][2][3]. Any doctrine or practice
that doesn't produce this kind of love fails to serve God's purposes.

Paul's emphasis on church leadership qualifications (3:1-13) reveals that love for God requires proven character in all
relationships - family, church, and community[9][14]. The principle that family life serves as the proving ground for
church leadership shows that private character determines public effectiveness[11][14].

The warning against the love of money (6:10) and the call for contentment with godliness (6:6) address one of the most
persistent threats to spiritual health. Paul shows that love for God and love for money are mutually exclusive, calling
believers to find their satisfaction in God's provision rather than material accumulation[9][22].

Timothy's charge to "set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity" (4:12) remains one of
the most comprehensive descriptions of Christian character in the New Testament[19][20][21]. This verse demonstrates
that love for God must be visible in every area of life, creating a consistent witness to watching world.

Ultimately, 1 Timothy teaches that the church exists to be "the pillar and ground of the truth" (3:15) in a world of
competing philosophies and false teachings. This calling requires both doctrinal faithfulness and practical godliness, as
sound doctrine must produce sound living. When believers demonstrate love from pure hearts through their speech and
behavior, the church fulfills its mission of displaying God's truth and grace to a watching world.

The epistle's conclusion - "guard the deposit entrusted to you" (6:20) - reminds every Christian that we are stewards of
the gospel for future generations. Love for God compels us to protect, preserve, and pass on the truth that has
transformed our lives, ensuring that the goal of producing love from pure hearts continues in every generation[22][23].
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