
Outline of 1 Corinthians Emphasizing Love for God in Speech
and Behavior 

The First Letter to the Corinthians addresses a church struggling with divisions, immorality, and confusion about
Christian living. Paul's response emphasizes that love for God must transform both our speech and behavior, moving
believers from spiritual immaturity to Christlike maturity. This epistle provides one of the most comprehensive guides for
practical Christian living in the New Testament.

I. Introduction and Church Unity (1 Corinthians 1-4) 

Paul begins by addressing the fundamental issue plaguing the Corinthian church: divisions based on human leaders
rather than unity in Christ.

The Problem of Division (1:10-17) 

The Issue: Corinthians were saying "I follow Paul," "I follow Apollos," "I follow Cephas"

Paul's Response: Unity must be found in Christ, not personalities

Speech Impact: Humble speech that builds unity rather than creates factions

The Cross vs. Human Wisdom (1:18-2:16) 

God's Wisdom: The cross appears foolish to the world but is God's power and wisdom

Human Wisdom: Greek philosophy and eloquent speech that puffs up rather than builds up

Behavior Impact: Boasting only in the Lord (1:31), not in human achievements or knowledge

Spiritual Immaturity (3:1-4:21) 

The Problem: Acting like "mere infants in Christ" (3:1)

The Solution: Growing in spiritual maturity through God's Word

Leadership Principle: Leaders are servants, not celebrities to follow

Key Emphasis: Love for God produces humble speech, unity over division, and recognition that all wisdom and gifts
come from God.

II. Moral Issues and Holiness (1 Corinthians 5-6) 

Paul addresses serious moral failures that compromise the church's witness and holiness.

Church Discipline (5:1-13) 

The Issue: Sexual immorality tolerated in the church

The Response: Loving discipline aimed at restoration, not destruction

Speech and Behavior: Confronting sin with the goal of bringing the person back to God

Christians in Court (6:1-11) 

The Problem: Believers taking each other to secular courts

The Solution: Resolving conflicts within the church family

Relationship Impact: Preferring to be wronged rather than damaging Christian witness

The Body as God's Temple (6:12-20) 



Core Teaching: "Your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit" (6:19)

Application: Sexual purity and honoring God with our physical bodies

Motivation: "You were bought at a price; therefore honor God with your bodies" (6:20)

Key Emphasis: Love for God demands holiness in both personal conduct and community relationships.

III. Marriage and Singleness (1 Corinthians 7) 

Paul provides practical guidance for relationships, emphasizing faithfulness and contentment.

Marriage Principles (7:1-16) 

Mutual Responsibility: Husbands and wives have equal duties to each other

Faithfulness: Marriage requires commitment, self-control, and mutual love

Divorce: Generally discouraged, but allowable in cases of abandonment by unbelieving spouses

Contentment in Calling (7:17-24) 

Principle: "Remain in the situation which God called him" (7:20)

Application: Serve God faithfully in your current circumstances

Speech and Behavior: Contentment rather than constant complaining about life situations

Advantages of Singleness (7:25-40) 

Undivided Devotion: Singleness allows complete focus on serving the Lord

Freedom for Ministry: Less earthly concerns mean more time for kingdom work

Key Emphasis: Love for God is expressed through faithfulness in relationships and contentment in our calling.

IV. Christian Freedom and Love (1 Corinthians 8-10) 

Paul addresses how Christian liberty must be guided by love for others, not just personal rights.

Knowledge vs. Love (8:1-13) 

The Issue: Food sacrificed to idols - can Christians eat it?

Paul's Answer: "Knowledge puffs up while love builds up" (8:1)

Love Principle: Limit your freedom to avoid causing weaker believers to stumble

Paul's Example (9:1-27) 

Personal Sacrifice: Paul gives up his rights for the sake of the gospel

Self-Discipline: "I discipline my body and keep it under control" (9:27)

Motivation: "I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some" (9:22)

Warning from History (10:1-22) 

Israel's Example: Even blessed people can fall through idolatry and immorality

Application: "Flee from idolatry" (10:14)

Communion: Participation in Christ's body and blood creates unity

All for God's Glory (10:23-11:1) 

Guiding Principle: "Whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God" (10:31)



Practical Application: Consider how your actions affect others' spiritual welfare

Paul's Example: "Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ" (11:1)

Key Emphasis: Love for God leads to self-sacrifice for others' spiritual good, not assertion of personal rights.

V. Worship and Spiritual Gifts (1 Corinthians 11-14) 

This section culminates in the famous "love chapter" (1 Corinthians 13), showing that love must govern all Christian
activities.

Order in Worship (11:1-34) 

Cultural Sensitivity: Respecting social norms for the sake of gospel witness

Lord's Supper: Examining ourselves and considering others' needs during communion

Unity: Not allowing economic or social differences to divide the church

Spiritual Gifts and Unity (12:1-31) 

One Body, Many Parts: Every believer has gifts that contribute to the whole

Purpose: Spiritual gifts are for "the common good" (12:7), not personal glory

Unity in Diversity: Different gifts, same Spirit; different roles, same Lord

The Love Chapter (13:1-13) 

This passage provides the clearest description of how love for God should be expressed:

Without Love, Everything is Nothing (13:1-3):

Eloquent speech without love = "noisy gong or clanging cymbal"

Prophecy, knowledge, faith without love = "I am nothing"

Generous giving, even martyrdom without love = "I gain nothing"

Love's Characteristics (13:4-7):

What Love Is: Patient, kind

What Love Is Not: Envious, boastful, arrogant, rude, self-seeking, easily angered, resentful

What Love Does: Rejoices with truth, bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things

Love's Permanence (13:8-13):

Spiritual gifts will cease, but love never fails

"And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love" (13:13)

Prophecy and Tongues (14:1-40) 

Pursue Love: "Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit" (14:1)

Edification: All gifts should build up the church, not create confusion

Order: "Everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way" (14:40)

Key Emphasis: Love is greater than all spiritual gifts and must govern how we use them.

VI. Resurrection Hope (1 Corinthians 15) 

Paul defends the doctrine of resurrection as essential to Christian faith and hope.

Gospel Foundation (15:1-11) 



Core Message: "Christ died for our sins... was buried... was raised on the third day" (15:3-4)

Witness: Multiple appearances confirm the resurrection

Foundation: This gospel is what saves us if we hold firmly to it

Necessity of Resurrection (15:12-34) 

Logic: If there's no resurrection, then Christ wasn't raised

Consequences: Without resurrection, faith is futile, we're still in our sins

Hope: Because Christ was raised, we will be raised

Resurrection Body (15:35-58) 

Transformation: Our mortal bodies will become immortal

Victory: "Death has been swallowed up in victory" (15:54)

Application: "Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves
fully to the work of the Lord" (15:58)

Key Emphasis: Love for God is sustained by hope in the resurrection and eternal life with Him.

VII. Final Instructions (1 Corinthians 16) 

Paul concludes with practical applications of love in action.

Collection for the Saints (16:1-4) 

Systematic Giving: "Set aside a sum of money in keeping with your income" (16:2)

Purpose: Helping believers in need demonstrates love for the body of Christ

Motivation: Generous giving flows from gratitude to God

Personal Relationships (16:5-18) 

Supporting Ministry: Welcome and support those who serve the Lord

Recognition: Honor those who work hard in ministry

Submission: Submit to such leaders and everyone who joins in the work

Five Commands for Christian Living (16:13-14) 

Paul summarizes everything with five imperative commands:

1. "Be on your guard" - Stay alert to spiritual dangers

2. "Stand firm in the faith" - Hold fast to sound doctrine

3. "Be courageous" - Act with boldness in following Christ

4. "Be strong" - Rely on God's strength, not your own

5. "Do everything in love" - Let love be the motivation for all actions

Final Blessing (16:19-24):

Unity: Greetings from churches and individuals

Warning: "If anyone does not love the Lord, let that person be cursed!" (16:22)

Hope: "Our Lord, come!" (Maranatha)

Love: "My love to all of you in Christ Jesus" (16:24)

Key Emphasis: Love for God produces generous giving, support for ministry, and consistency in Christian character.



Key Points All Christians Should Know from 1 Corinthians 

Theme Key Teaching Impact on Speech and Behavior

Unity in Christ Church divisions dishonor God (1:10-13)
Speak words that unite, not divide; build up rather
than tear down

Cross-Centered
Wisdom

God's wisdom differs from world's
wisdom (1:18-25)

Humble speech; boasting only in the Lord

Holiness Your body is God's temple (6:19-20) Sexual purity; honoring God with physical bodies

Love Above All Love is greater than all gifts (13:1-13)
Patient, kind speech and behavior; not envious or
boastful

Self-Sacrifice Use freedom to serve others (8:9-13)
Limiting personal rights for others' spiritual
welfare

Resurrection
Hope

Christ's resurrection guarantees ours
(15:3-4, 20)

Steadfast service; eternal perspective on
temporary troubles

Practical Love Do everything in love (16:14)
Every action and word motivated by love for God
and others

Summary 

1 Corinthians demonstrates that authentic love for God transforms every aspect of Christian life. Paul addresses
divisions, immorality, selfishness, and confusion by consistently pointing back to love as the solution. Whether dealing
with marriage, spiritual gifts, worship, or personal conflicts, the answer is always the same: let love for God govern your
speech and behavior.

The epistle's central message is found in 1 Corinthians 13:13: "And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the
greatest of these is love." This love is not merely emotion but action - patient, kind, selfless, truthful, and enduring. It
seeks the good of others over personal advantage and the glory of God over personal recognition.

For contemporary Christians, 1 Corinthians provides timeless principles for church unity, personal holiness, considerate
relationships, orderly worship, and faithful service. The book's emphasis on love governing all Christian activities
remains as relevant today as it was in first-century Corinth, calling believers to maturity that honors God and builds up
His people.
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